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As We Were Séyillgﬂ |

By Heywood Broun

TGENE O'NEILL'S new play

“Diff'rent ia to be brought up
to Broadway from its Macdaou-

gal Street beginnings to taks|

the place of hia “Emperor Jones” at
matinees st the Selwyn Theater, while
“The: Emperor Jones” inoves over to
the Princess and has a theatar all to
itself. This seems a fair time to male
a recount on O'Neill. Something ought
to be done about him, He ls, we think,
beginning to listen to his own drum-
beats, He knows what those repercus-

sive monotones did to poor Emperor |

Jones. We wonder if lie remembers an
old story of James Huneker's called
“The Lord's Prayer in B." In it an un-
believer is executed by the simple, if
bideous, process of being made to listen
for six days and six nights to the Dies
Ims gung, by relays of monks, in the

Wo mean those fainter and still plens- |
ing sounds thut come al the end of all

of Mr. O'Neill’s plays—the thud® of a |
fallen aspiration. We have not seen |
er read a single one of thesa plays in

which we did net see his hero, aftér a

mighty grasp st heaven, fall flat on

his faee in the dirt, We will try an

unpracticed psychanalytis hand ou Mr.

0'Neill and conclude that he began s

complex at llarvard over the moun-

tain which labered and brought Torth |
a niouse,
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“Winter’s Tale”
Is Production

of Armfields

Constanco Smedley Armiicld, whosa
' production of “Tha Winter's Tale®” will

luys

When the first 0'Neill p app:fcu-':d

at the Provincetown Pluvers® Theator
they cama with the bite and refreshment
of eold air. We were all abundantly fed
with the uplift of the arrived dre
tists, and gome of us hardly Hoped to
survive any more happy endings. The
steam-heated peace and perfeclion of
final curtains had made us willing to

key of B major, to the nccompnuimentlﬂl‘(‘iaim anything great which scemed !

of B major drumbeats. Barring “The
Third Kingdom,” it is probably Hune-
ker's finest story. The drums of “Tha
Emperor Jones” run it a closa sceond.
They, too, arc hideous, and beat back,
probably, to the time in human memory
when the drip In a cave kept a caveman
exrsing till he thought to profit by his

ugly and halting and real encugh to fit |
in with our own experiences.

But we did not mean ask
O'Neill alwaya to leave us biting
dust. Nor do we mean to stay with him|
i1f he does, Wea know that life doecs fall|
into certaln wajor patterns, but surely!
not alwayse into the same one. Tife has

£ Mr, |

tha

misery by using it on hiz enemles. It | ifs rhythms, and goes both up and down.:

became a human weapon, and thereupon | We can’t feel thut a man Las the right |
It eorvives |

it bred a human fear.
urbanely ss a human sntipathy, at the
Yery least. [t is fairly safe to say that
Bobody really hankers for the sound of
esdenced repstition.

We will now have to return over soms
Ottls ground and ssk Mr, O'Neill again
i Bs is not listening overmuch to his
own drumbeats, and explain just which
frumbests we mean, Ubviously, we
bope, not the long-continmed rumbling
of bis own play, or Mr. Huneker's story.

April Blair Writes
. A Letter to Herself

$6EAR ME,” John Golden's

latest production, curren} at
the Republle Theater, takes its name
from the heroine’s faculty for melf-
examination, THe slavey in an old
men's home, Apri! Blair (Gracs La
Bue) keeps up a letter correspond-
enco with herself.

“Dear Me: I take my pen in hand
ta tall you that 1 do not like the
may you lost your.temper with Mrs.
Camey yesterday. 1t didn't do any-
body any good. Mra. Carney is just
the same, but you ure worse off.

“l took a wulk the other day snd
™ & garden, It was full of flowers.
Mow you have a garden. It isa't in
$omebody's back yard, but in your,
mind, The flowsrs in it ure the
things you think and the weeds are
the mean littls things you do.

“And, dear me, your garden 1s
1311 of weeds to-day. Now, if you
Bos exrefully smong your thoughts
#8 you do smong your geraniume
maybe some one will ges = flower
#0d want one. But who wants
weeds?

“How, I hopa 1 don't have to write
304 sbout this egain, With kindess
 Mgards to desr Mrs. Carney and sll
' nice old gentlemen, [ close, hope~
| fully yours. MYBELY.
| “P. 8~1 hope you notlesd that I
. two weeds by saying such
things ubout the old Inmstes

be geen at the special performances st
the Littlo Theater February 4, 5, 1t
und 12, 13 a born darling of the gods
of chanee. That i=, ghe attributes her
career to chance, but any one who falks
with her for & moment is bound to
tenlize that her belief in the best in
the world has zided her to suceess be-
youd any effort of mera hlind chance.
When DNMrs, Armfield was eeventeen
her first play was accepted by no less
g pergon than Charles Wyndham. Hor
second play found faver with Mra, Pai-
rick Campbell, and for the next fow
years, in wriling for Cyril Maude and
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in designing the decorations for Hreer- |

bohm Tree's “King John” and tha
souveniras for hia “Midzsommer Night's

ream,” she learnad much of stage-
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The Néw Plays

HE three new productions to be
made this week offer plenly of
variety to to theater publie. Wil-
lurd Mack to-morrow will nre-
scenl “Near Santa Barbara,” a new melo-
drama, st the Greepwich Village The-
ater; on Fridayafternoon “The Winter's
Tale™ has its firat performance at the
Little Theater, and Saturday night will
bring the opening of the new Century
Promenade show, "Midnight Rounders
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“Broken Wing”

Airplane Thrill

of 1921
- . s
‘ . ST
‘I-'Olln(l m \\ ar “Near Santa Barbara” iz a Muck
—— melodrama with s Bret Harte flavor
bed 1t the brain by a ous 0F the Wast in i setting emong
4 the fopthills of California. Eastorn

thoughta are hidie

y fall of & drop of

ong of a nmillien

tenderfeet running ranches, the eternal
triangle—villainy and gunplay, and at

thie end retributive justice—is the zen-
eral sehems, worked out in the Wil-
lurd Mack gtyle. Me, Mack and Clara
Joel are supperted by Charles Abhe,
Joteph Sweeney, T. Tamamoto,
Telma, Howard Truesdale, Luis Alberni
and Royal Stout.

atii thus

laka @ for ox-! Ou Friday afternvon, February 4,
ample, W theat 815, "The Winter's Tale” will be vre-
Payl | sented for the first time, with a gecond

(‘harles God- | RErformance on Saturday morning, ut

thin dramatie 10045, Two mote performances will be

inmalic tive given next week on the =ame duvs i

! the came hours. These produet

0 member

o 3 &= . % 1
Squadron Mads by ."I..‘and Mre. Mazweil
e ef Wiz | field, under the augpices Wf the
; crove him | rork Kindergarten Associatinn
1 gave hiny | =

Zola |

1 wluell errstallized into an

ccompany dncludes Marjorie Vonnegut, !
w L]

|
g 4t the|

to epeak perpelually of startin
trug that he also started at the bLottom |
and came back up. The individual has
his rhythma, too. It is a {ine bet that |
the man of forty or fifty will arrive at |
the splendid promize he mayve at three. |
t's as pood a one that st s

ixty or gev- |

| enty Le will have slumped back to

| Jonas,” we think, is the very perfection |

where he was &t fifteen. It may also|
be that at eighty he will kave lost that
instinctive ery for safety known as|
conservatism and will blossom out
again, in the brief final time before ho |
is & hundred and back beslde the fire-|
place, waiting to die a3 a good party |
meg!.

We believe that & dramatist of caliber
i3 the one who can write the rize of |
man a3 well as his fall. We believed in |
Eugens O'Neill in the bepinning be-
cause we believed that he had started
at the black end only becauze ha felt it|
was being neglected. In the quAfauh-:
toned days of palnting, the painter put
in his blackest dab first, named it his
ultimate shadow, and then painted such
gun a4 went with it. That kept the

canvas from being shrouded in the kind
of shadow that too bright and too

youthful a sun wauld cast.

So we watched and applauded when
Mr. O'Neill laid on the first good round
brown epot. We sald he knew his busl-
ness, and his canvas would repay our
shouting. What we have actually seen
sines I1 mothing more nor leas than Mr. |
O'Neill's patient, unalterable dabbing)
st the selfsamo spot. “The Emperor |

of Mr. O'Neill's brown spots. Nowhers
elss have we ever seen the ironic circle
80 impressively closed. If ho had not
prepared us for it by too many such ss
“The Moon of the Caribbiees “In the |
Zone,” “Bound Esst for Cardiff, “De-|

{yond the Herizon,” “I'he Nope,” and so

on, we should have been, if poasible,
sven more rhapsodic than we were oyver
“The Emperor Jones.! kEven ro, we
shall continue to regard It as the fineat

craft and of methods of production. |
top and going down, &5 if it were never| 1112 privilege of being present at alli
rehearsals of the Campbell and Tres!
companies was so rare that Mrs. Arm-
insicts upon attributing it to!

When she was twenty-two Mrs. Arm-

After her marriage she left London
to live in the country, and there an-
other need was apparent to her.

{ By Otis Peabody Swift his lang black mandarin
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satd, “but i

During the holi

mustache.
t say that I find myself
evolving into wn Arabian despot)” he !
hat I spend almost

two per-

the SUHRD

é HY CHIN CHOW,” t{he as n time being Abu Hasan a3z I
1‘ “musical tale of the Ea=t" do be Jever Agelid. 1
which has been playing at | dd son, whotl' we have
! His Maj=sty's Theater, Hay- form ydaily and Tam on

market, sinee August 1, 1016 hey just | for almest s

and oo hall i

| oiven ite 2,000th conzecutive perform- | {2 particy ue. Tor 1,57
field turngd her back upon the stage,! ancas gnd ja still plu;-u:qlt.u ".ktu;ul for  alniost 2 s
: = 1" erowds. The play I thouch I hayvo t: A Avaed
a sinen then has never written an-| reom onply” crowd R " = . <
nd einee L ‘broken all records, bath for dength of | a numbar of tims have
the run and the number of perform-| Haszan. It has certain

H be
r made ma feel

MU

on Abu

were villagers abseolutely without any
brondening influences whatsocever,
cordingly she and her husband organ-
ized the Cotswold Vlayers, recruited
from tha countryside, who traveled
from village to village, frequently on
bicyeles, with their stags wardrobes
strapped to the handlebars, and with
liastily improvised settings, gave sim-
ple plays, which found enthusiastic
support and wide appeal,
zation, with its range of ‘t\\f?uty-threm
bamléts, began to compete in populqr-
ity with the village w#aloons, and its
contribution to the humdrun

the people has been immeasur@ble.

3 i ing point evolved the|in the deep commandin

e e R audiences ktr)ww in Abu %I
of tha robber band. !
figure secenied so perfect in character
that lie was asked whether he had felt
any distinet psychological change as u

slan of the Greenleaf Theater, which
}un passed through severa]l experi-
mental stages. There is nothing sen-
gatlonal about the plan—simply the

production of classice humanly, &3 real |

mendous success there and 13 still be-

‘thero (
it | [ndia, South Afriea and Australia,
This organi-:
formances Orcar Asche, producer and
actor-manager of the play, stopped for |
e momenit in the mardager's office.
lifs of | was dressed i
| and black robes of his part, and spoke

throughout the United Kingdom, and)]

are other companies touring | ager, =

| cipals whe have bug

Hetweon the acts of yesterday's per-

1tal, He gives many

1ie
in the gorgeous vellow | Chow.”
“Mora than 3,000,000

seen the play in the lazt fover and

volce that
nsan, si:mkl
The Oriental
performances again and aga
Lanecashire family reservad el
| every Tuesday evening for tw

ances, snd London has decided that al liq in flowing robes and wearing
“Chu Chin Chow” has becoine as much | n scimitar, hut whan 1 pet baek inte

Here of an institution as the British Museum. | civilians after the show [ have ne
A The play is the story of “The Forty | (vouble in becoming an _Englishman |
A"iThieves," and was produced in I again., But it's interesting premisa, |
| York in October, 1816, It had a tr Lioes a man w plays a viilain part

long enough eventusily hacome villain-

e

ing produced in America, tha company | gus? fhr a etage winister load o be
jbeing at present in.Canada. Three ¢.p Jifu? Thires something in the
road companles are giving the play | ideal !,

. S Lambert, managoer of tha the- |
s thut there tare fifteen prin-|
in the ¢ast since
| ‘the opening of the play, but that act-
ing Arsbian parts has not made them
: intetesting |
facts nhout the long run of “Uhu Chin

perzons have

a

half wears,” says Mr, Lamburt, “and |
we find that many of them come to the

Une
atalla |
0 years,

plays, with real comedy, resl pathos|result of four and a half years of liv-| 5 "either came themselves or sent

and rhythmic flow of action and speech.
The costumes are simple but startling-
1y cffective. There are no stars, ne
supers, no “type players.” In “The Win-
ter’s Tule” the same actor plays An-
tigonus and Florizel,

After the Greenleaf Theater had
been cstablished and successful in Eng-
land, Mr. and Mru. Armfield camae to
America, for the idea of the Greenleaf
Theater i4 not ona institution In ene

place, but a perles of groups of players,

all in touch with euch other, and each
etiriching the life of its owm com-
munity.

cama “Diff'rent” to confound us. We
have no consclation but his youth,
. L L] - - b L L ]

1f wa have seemed to spend tos mueh

effort upon a young man whom we tem-

porarily despair of, it ia because, what-

uver his faults, he can still write the

fronie gestura our thoater has known |kind of talk for the thester that ie the

snd tha one most applicable to life 1t-
self. DBut If we had hoped that O'Neill,
having fnally done his best in thxt gal-
lery, would then turn into another, thers

one thing that will redeeam it. Wa need
only listen to prevalling stage dialogne
to #ay to ourself: “Takesus back to that
desponding young O'Nelll”

{ing the part of an Eastern rohber |
| bRron,

!
[,

A

Mr. Ascha smiled and fingered ' (Centinued en page four)

Hew Theatrical Offerings

MONDAY—AY the Greanwich Village Theater, Willard Maclk will present
himszelf and Clara Jocl In “Near Eanta Barbara.” Tho cast: Joseph
Sweeney, T. Tamamoto, Zola Talms, Charles Abbe, Howard Tuesdals,
Luis Alberni and Royal Stout. *

The Provincetown Players present their third bill, “The Spring,”
by George Cram Cook,

FRIDAY—At the Little Theater, My, and Mrs. Maxwell Armfield will
present, under the New York Eindergarten Assoclatlon, “Tho Wintar's
Tale,” by Shakespeare, for a serlea of epecial matinee performances.
The cast fncludes John Burr, Grace Celeate, Dorothy Johnston,
Heanry Stillman and Marjorie Vonneput.

SATURDAY—At the Century Promeanade, beginning at 11:30 p. 1ra, the
Bhuberta will present “The Midnight Rounders of 1021.” The east:
Ada Forman, Tot Qualters, Olgn Cook, Ethel Davis, Bessis Clifford,
Jessica Brown, Docley snd Sales, Ted Lorraine, Gladys Walton,
Gulran and Marguerite, Cleveland Bronmer, Ingtid Solfing, Jaha
Jowe and others,

¢
!

j | without a seam.

| 'The

John Burr, Grace Celeste, Dorothy
Johnston and Henry Stillman.
costumes, which have been designed
by Mr.

play. Hare iz the story
- B i

r returming with one
of the mdrine squadrony after s raid
over the Gernian lines found it neces-i

|'eary to ma @ forced landing. The| hen_:{sn_and_fr‘i_c!linn art, and the mausic,

big Tle Havilan + prpelied over , which is derived from early English

e its back int GIEE and Italian sourcss, are espeelally de-
) of wa3s

L
saived a 5 llg el

On Saturday night at

1.2
ilta

comes

En
appoaranc

overing rapidly, Clase
: by the sur-poned from Monday, January 91, be-
atrange de- | cause of the many changes that have
Was lrf‘gﬂiﬂlﬂ'-; been made in the roof theater in prep-
ey A& brain sus- 2

it ion for thi r rhiell 13
Which Ereahaly ara?.wir‘ ! this productio'm_, whiel) .1_
v and knowledge orf |t include many novel featurea. The
This form of amnesia |music by Jran Sehwartz, the lyrics by
time, even after

|an

past lifs,
| continued for
he had left the Dunkirk hospital and
was trunsferred to Calais,

“During this period of Niis lapse of
|memory he foll very niueh in Tove with

SO

|has etaged the musical numbers and
|the dances. Ada Forman, Tot Qual-
| ters, Olga Cook, Ethel Davis, Bezsie

a little French nurse who had taken  Clifford, Jessica Brown, Ted Lorraine,

cara of him, und the wife that he had
left in Chieago he had uo recoflection |,
of. Six weeks later this boy's memory | i0& Ladra Duby, Ingeid Solfing and
was brought back in a ratiier dramatic |others are in the large cast.
matner. ile wad sitting in a little | L

| rest room in the hospital with a num-

The Provincetown Players open their
{third bill to-morrow evening at 9
|o'clock with & play entitled “The
\Scring,” by George Cram Cook. It is
8 drama desling with psychic phenom-
ena and takes up . a mew phase of the
conflict between faith and faet with

| ber of his convalescing comrades when
an old seratched record of a phonograph
was playing & medley of old American
songs. le constgntly made his com-
panions homesick by lifting the little
needie from the dial and placing it
| back on the tracks of 'Homo, Sweet
,Iiitl'\]me.' It waﬂll.his little sector of an
jold phonograph record that finally |the events interpreted by tha charac-
linked together the broken chain of | :
Ihiis (past and: Wi inemory: losed up |tets 'f.rom thr_ca points of view—that
lof the sclentific Investigator, of the
]I “I lost no time in aending my part- |skeptic and of the bellever in spiritual-
| ner, Mr. Goddard, a cablegram: ‘Plane | jsm, T+
| erashes. Pilot amnesia, Forgets f‘.hi-[
cago wife. Wants: marry nurse. Pho- |
|nograph links up past’ I suggssted in| Gay Maclaren will give her first
la letier that followed that ho give |New York recital this afterncon at the

the idea the once-over and if he thought - .
Lanwell: o9t ag. T did o stert ahesd | Belmont Theater, Miss MacLaren's

and I would be with him after the |dramatic offering i{s an unusual kind
| armistice, Mr, Qoddsrd .met me on of impersonation. She uses no es-
ir:gﬂra;.:{rdn Eu?\rt.ho %_t:t }]Beggehd .tEOCh;iTi: ipee%&l costumes or scenery but depends
| Mexico for the locale and jumped down | #ntrely upon her own powers to create
[to the border immediately to complete [tha illusion. She has a repertory of

Broken Wing’ The call of a|thirty plays, but has never ceen either

| whip-poor-will to its mate suggested the |
| tune of ‘Over There,! and we decided book or manuscript of any of them.

[to uso it in place of the phonograph | She attenda the play three or five
a3 a means of stimulating tha fine |times, never more, and is then abla

\merva cell to bridge the gulf of the | to reproduce it, imitating all the ehar.
ast and the present, Tha Chlclgui".e“

| bay ?l’(ﬁ In;nn‘e been happily munitudi e

| with his family and he laugha over th it

minhap v-hir:h}' gave b':‘.'fh ‘ :Scr"l'hgl A new shuffie of plays and theaters
Broken Wing.' " : | has enabled two of St. John Ervine's

The |

Armfleld from ancient Bo-!

the new “Midnight Rounders of 1921," |
the opening of which has been post- |

{Alfred Bryan and Cleveland Bronner |

Gladys Walton, John Lowe, Joe Brown- |

Idramas to find homes for regular night
rperformances, *“Mixed riage" will
{open to-morrow night at the Sixty-third

Street Theater, with the same cast that

has been appearing hitherto. “The Em-
peror Jones” meoved inte the Princess
last night fer a run, which leaves room
for “Diff'rent’™” ut the Selwyn Theater,

o4 sories

day and Iy

tain raiser Has be

Tuecsday, Thurse
ialinegs, A new curs
Tound for “The Em-

peros Jane in Laurence Langner's
“And Hre r Knoew,” which provides
tha light

needed to precede the

intense perform gf Giluim

Grave George will tesu ler agtivi-
ties. &3 an aclress-n 5 at the
Playhouse to-night, ie will pre-
duee “Thoe New M tho bénefit
of the Ching T Following

5 performan Le put on
for a serie: on Mon-

d T'ridays.

“Nice Teople,” by Hacliel Crothers, in
the play ehosen 1o o ety Klaw
Theater, at 261 West lifth Street,
o' ‘the ox f1 1, Sam
H Hearris presenta I8 ¢ Legrrimore
o dhis preve; which
gut of town
fyving reception.
ing with the man
in, the present-d

which

ntly in one of

Beginning
ary 41, at tt
coentinuing the
inees on Wedn:
Commonwealth C
performa {

7 averning, Janu-
Theater, snd
ek, with mat-

i
1

their

v} p U

ipura,
third, to establisi a ch ‘s theater
|and & permanent people ‘nouse.

\Ziegfeld Frames New
' Dancing Program for
Brilliant Roof Parties

There have been several sweeps of
the dance craze. It found expression in
the popularity of the Castles, Maurice
and Walton and Hyson and Dixon.* But
| it has advancad and receded., Cabareis
and dance places blossomed and bur-
geoned, then drocped.

But now the dance lias become a con-
‘crete expression ef the public moed.

It {s mere popular than ever, Florenz

Ziegfeld says, and from Palm Beseh,
| where he is now vesting and planning

| for new theatrical eonque he is
| ‘more convineed than eve he per-
manency of the dance, in HBeach

crowds, which represent the essenee of
leasure secekers, are dance mad. The
cinciana, Evergiades Club and other
fashionuble centers are deveted exelu-
sively to danecing.
. That is why Mr, Ziegfeld is announe-
ing an entirely new program for the
Ziegield Roof beginning Tuesday eve-
ning, February E.

He han decided to name lis two
new entertainments the Ziegfeld Gan
den Frolic, at 9 o'clock, and the Zieg-
feld Midnight Frolic redpectively. Each
entertalinment will be individusl and
entirely different. Mis: Ann Wheaton,
i musical comedy star, has been engaged

Fdward Royce 15 di-

' for hoth shows,
|rccting the productione,
|  Mr. Ziegfeld has mlso provided ane
lother innovation for Broadway, He is
| going to abolish tho couvert charge—a
| hated practice along Brondway, Danec-
Lin; will begin at 7 o'clock.
| he Nine o’Clock Revue will not pre-
| sent girls and scts from other Ziegfeld
| productions, but will be composed o
new faces and new acts. There will ba
|nn inteymiscion between the
second parts for more dancing. The
price of seats for' the Nine o' Clock Re-
ivue has been reduced from §4 to $5.

first and,




